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Faith and Learning... Celebrating the Journey

It’s different here!

“Children, you show love for others 
by truly helping them, and not 
merely by talking about it.”

~ 1 John 3:18

A t St. Joseph’s School in Stratford, 
students in Grades K to 8, along 
with their parents and teachers, 

are embracing outreach efforts as part of a 
growing school ministry.

“As a Catholic school community, 
we’re trying to re! ect our actions in the 
image of Jesus,” explains Ms. Shypula, 
their principal. “We know that Jesus truly 
embraced those who were marginalized and 
experiencing dif" culty, so as a school we 
acknowledge there are people out there who 
need our assistance.”

In an effort to make a difference, the 
groundwork began this fall for the school 
to “adopt” two local families for Christmas, 
through the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

A commitment was made to supporting 
the families with gifts and items of need, 
including food. Then the project was put in 
the capable hands of the students.

“Student Council came up with the idea 
for a Trash to Treasure Garage Sale to raise 
money for people in our community who 
can’t put a Christmas dinner on their table 
or give their children a present,” explains 
Regan, an 8th  Grader. 

Along with ful" lling the school’s “green” 
mandate of re-using and recycling, the sale 
contributed over $300.00 in support of the 
two adopted families. But students knew 
they would have to do more.

“Student Council also encouraged 
parents to send in speci" c items geared to 
the needs of these individuals,” Ms. Shypula 
adds. “We’ve shared what might be most 
practical and helpful, to make Christmas as 
hope-" lled  as possible for these families.”

Blessings continue to arrive at 
the school as Christmas approaches. 
Meanwhile, Student Council members are 
planning a supervised shopping trip to 
purchase any outstanding items with the 
$300.00 in garage sale pro" ts.

At St. Joseph’s, enthusiastic acts of 
outreach extend beyond the Christmas 
season. Food and clothing drives are 
held throughout the year, and a penny 
collection for World Vision will be their 
upcoming Lenten focus. In support of these 
campaigns, classroom discussions often 
turn to ways in which students can be more 
Christ-like by helping those in need, As a 
result, students are taking action.

Last spring, they rallied to make a 
difference on a global scale after learning 
about the good works of Craig and Mark 

Reaching Out to Those in Need
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From The 
Director
     

“Joy is the 
True Gift of 
Christmas “
... Pope Benedict XVI 

Dear Members of the Huron-Perth 
community:

In the last week of Advent, may 
you take time to be aware that in the 
very midst of our busy preparations 
for the celebration of Christ’s birth 
in ancient Bethlehem, Christ is 
indeed reborn in the “Bethlehems” 
of our homes and in our daily lives. 
He is so near that He became a child 
and in opening our hearts, He is 
indeed reborn in our Bethlehem.

Take time, slow down, be still, 
and be awake to the Divine Mystery 
that is wondrously present. This 
is the joy, the gift, and the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

It is not the expensive presents 
that matter or have meaning but 
rather that it is the time we take to 
communicate this joy simply with a 
smile, a kind gesture, a little help, 
a coming together and forgiveness. 
And the joy we give will come back 
to us.…

Pope Benedict’s words “Be joyful 
because God is with you and with 
us”, truly open a new time.”

Let us pray that this presence 
of the joy of God shines forth in our 
lives.

God Bless you and your families 
and may the joy of the Christmas 
celebration remain with you 
throughout the coming year.

Martha Dutrizac
Director of Education

Keilburger, founders of Free the 
Children . 

“Free the Children is a great 
organization that builds schools in 
developing countries,” says Chelsey, 
an 8 th  Grade student who eagerly 
supported the cause. “I realized how 
much these children were going to 
bene" t from the money we raised and 
what a huge difference it would make 
in their lives.”

The students were also eager to 
get their principal involved.

“The Student Council came to 
me and asked, ‘if we raise $500.00 
for Free the Children, what can you 
do?’” recalls Ms. Shypula. “I told them 
I’d dye my hair a wacky colour, and 
the class that raised the most money 
would get to choose what it would be.” 

The challenge was on, and to 
their principal’s surprise and delight, 
students raised an astounding 
$1200.00 – a signi" cant contribution 
toward building a new school. 

“Two classes in particular raised 
phenomenal amounts, so I dyed my 
hair twice: " rst metallic gold, then a 
shocking hot pink.”

It’s hard to put a price on Ms. 
Shypula’s sense of humour.

“As we come together as a school 
community, we focus on what each of 
us is doing to be more Christ-like in 
our daily interactions,” she explains. 
“Part of our faith is to provide hope for 
others, and that’s what we’re trying to do.”

Continued from page 1

2010 Board of Trustees
At the Inaugural Board 
Meeting held Monday, 
December 7, Mike Miller 
was acclaimed to the 
position of Chairperson of 
the Huron-Perth Catholic 
District School Board 
with Bernard Murray 
being acclaimed as 
Vice-Chairperson. Both 
veterans to the Board, 
Miller and Murray have 
served the Board for the 
past 18 years and 24 
years respectively. This 
is Miller’s fourth term as 
Chair and Murray’s third 
term as Vice-Chair.

Pictured back row l-r:  Vincent McInnes, Bernard Murray, 
Ron Marcy, Jim McDade.  Front row l-r: Ellen Tousaw, 
Mike Miller, Ben Veldman.  Absent: Fr. Richard Bester.



Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board 3

Homework Help
Online Mathematics Help For Students in Grades 7-10

Do you have a child in Grade 7 who doesn’t quite 
understand how to add fractions? Or maybe your 
teenager is struggling with a geometry assignment? 
Extra help is now available. 

Check out Homework Help, where certi" ed Ontario 
teachers are online 20 hours a week to provide free math 
tutoring for all of our Grade 7 to 10 math students.  
Students in our board can log on and participate in a live 
one-on-one chat with a math teacher from 5:30 p.m. – 
9:30 p.m., Sunday to Thursday.  

Other math resources on the website include videos 
of teachers leading students through the top 20 most 
commonly asked math problems, interactive math 
tutorials, and highlights of best sessions. All students 
have a virtual locker, where their work is saved in video 
format for viewing anytime and access to a scienti" c 

calculator.  These resources are available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week.  

“Many students continue to struggle with math. By 
expanding Homework Help, we are giving more students 
the extra help they need to succeed and graduate,” 
explains Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Education.  

Parents and students will " nd a helpful link to the 
Homework Help site on their school’s website and on our 
board’s website, while student usernames and passwords 
are created in class with the classroom teacher. For 
more information, view the site at http://homeworkhelp.
ilc.org, check out our board website at http://www.
huronperthcatholic.ca, contact your child’s math teacher, 
or e-mail Andrea Leroux at andrea_leroux@hpcdsb.edu.
on.ca.

St. Michael Shows their Construction 
Expertise at the Stratford Christmas Parade

St. Michael Construction High Skills Major program 
recently entered a ! oat into the Stratford Christmas 
parade. The ! oat contained some of the variety 
construction projects that the students worked on this 
past semester including dog houses, sheds, a plumbing 
and electrical work station with running water in a 
shower stall, and their high light project this year - an   
8’ x 10’ playhouse full of elementary students# 

St. Michael SHSM students walked beside the 
! oat handing out candy canes to the children. The ! oat 
displayed the wide variety of construction skills taught at 
St. Michael and the high quality of workmanship of the 
students.  And with all the rain, the roofs didn’t leak#

Custodial Christmas Dinner
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On December 7, custodians throughout Huron-Perth 
Catholic participated in their annual Christmas luncheon 
at the Board Of" ce.  Board Chair Jim McDade and Director 
of Education Martha Dutrizac thanked them for their 
hard work and dedication to the school system.  Martha 
spoke highly of their safe and clean schools and their daily 
preparation for staff, students and parents.
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New Principal at St. Aloysius School
Welcome to Shona Gracey 
who has moved into 
the position of Acting 
Principal at St. Aloysius 
School in Stratford.  
Shona has worked in 
various leadership 
roles within the Board, 
including Vice-Principal 
at Holy Name of Mary 
School, and, more 

recently, Vice-Principal at Jeanne Sauvé and St. Ambrose 
schools in Stratford. Shona replaces former Principal Larry 
Murray who retired at the end of November. Pictured above 
are Director of Education Martha Dutrizac congratulating 
Shona.

 

Staff Bids Farewell to Carol Ann Campbell
After 39 years with Huron-Perth Catholic, Manager of 
Human Resources Carol Ann Campbell will be retiring 
at the end of the month. We wish her all the best in her 
retirement.  Karen McDowell will move into the position 

of Executive 
Manager of 
Employee 
Relations. 

From left: Laura 
Campbell, new 
HR of! cer, Carol 
Ann Campbell and 
Karen McDowell.

Mother Teresa Faith
in Action Award 2010

Do you know someone who has given 
exemplary service to Catholic education?  
If so, consider nominating them for the 
Mother Teresa Faith in Action Award 
2010.

The Catholic Education Team of the 
Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board is hosting the sixth 
annual Mother Teresa Faith in Action Award.  The award will 
be given to dedicated individuals, who in exemplary fashion, 
have demonstrated the fundamental and essential qualities 
of service to Catholic education:

•  Witnessing our faith
•  Creating nurturing, Christ centred learning environments
•  Promoting social justice, awareness and action
• Nurturing and celebrating each individual’s gifts, self-

worth and potential

Nomination forms are available at every school and 
parish as well as on-line on the Board’s website at www.
huronperthcatholic.ca.  Nominations close January 22, 2010.

St. Anne’s Holds African Culture Night
Over 350 people packed the gymnasium of St. Anne’s 

Catholic Secondary School on Thursday, December 3, for 
“African Culture Night”.  The night was hosted by the St. 
Anne’s Me to We Group.  Their goal this year is to raise 
$25,000 to help Free the Children  build a high school 
for girls in Kenya.  This school will be built in the same 
region where St. Anne’s students travelled this summer 
to build an elementary school.  Many of the girls that they 
befriended will be able to attend this high school and will 
therefore be able to live out their career aspirations.  

African Culture Night raised $11,000.  Ticket sales, 
homemade jewelry, homemade cards, silent auction sales 
and Brick by Brick certi" cates added to the ticket sales 
to help the group reach their goal.  Guests were treated 
to traditional Kenyan food and danced to the African 
Drumming group, “The Twisted Hair Spirit Dancers”.  The 
evening was a huge success and St. Anne’s is overwhelmed 
by the generosity and support of the Huron-Perth 
community.

The Brick by Brick campaign continues until 
Christmas.  Anyone wishing to buy a $10, $20 or $50 
brick in honour of a family member or friend is asked to 
call 519-482-5454 for more details.
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Student Artwork
This year, Director of Education Martha Dutrizac held 
a Christmas artwork contest in which the winner’s 
design would be displayed on a Board Christmas card.  
Congratulations goes out to Nicole F., a grade 7 student 
at St. Columban School, who created a navity scene and 
was chosen as this year’s winner#     

The Season of Advent
Project Hope:  Keeping Everybody Warm Paraliturgy at  Jeanne Sauvé

Over 700 coats were collected by Huron-Perth Catholic 
schools this month as part of our system-wide Advent 
preparation for the feast of Christmas.  Students’ 
families and parish community members donated gently 
used coats which have been distributed to local charity 
organizations.  The hope in our hearts is that everyone in 
our two counties will be kept warm this winter.

Every Monday during Advent, students and staff 
at Jeanne Sauvé School in Stratford come together 
to participate in a paraliturgy.  Students made the 
advent wreath come alive through song and prayer.  
Thanks to Mary Ellen Nelson, Religion Advisory 
Teacher, for organizing these wonderful celebrations.

Precious Blood Students 
Share the Joys of the Season
Ms. Pavkeje’s grade 1/ 2 class from Precious Blood 
School in Exeter showed that they are members of a 
Catholic Community of Caring by sharing their singing 
talents with the senior citizens at Dining for Seniors in 
Exeter.  The joy of Christmas was evident by the smiles 
and laughter shared.  The students enjoyed making 
Christmas cards to hand out to their senior friends and 
are excited about making a return visit in the New Year.  
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Voices Across the System
In our home, the joy of the celebration of Christma s is:

…found in sharing faith, love, music, and laughter with our family, friends, and community.               ~ Paula Nowak-Droog, Principal

…my sisters coming home with all their clothes whic h gives me much more selection# Also…our Christmas Eve traditions: going to 
Mass with my family, enjoying a dinner of tourtière  and ginger cake, and listening to my dad read “The  Night Before Christmas” 
before bed.                                                                                                                                                        ~ Ellen Tousaw, Student Trustee

… being able to come together with our extended fam ilies to share in the common spirit, and tidings of  the Season. 
~ Ben Veldman, Student Trustee

…found in sharing what God has so generously given to us.  We share our time together, our food, our s tories, our prayers, our 
songs, our gifts and most importantly our love for one another.                                                             ~ Eileen Coutts, Library Technician

…the magic of the season. Seeing the wonder and awe  in my children’s eyes as they explore their faith with curiosity and love for 
Jesus, our gift of the season.                         ~ Colleen Scott, Teacher

…getting our hearts and homes ready for this wonder ful time that happens once a year. It is seeing the  excitement and happiness 
on the faces of those we pass by and gather with to  celebrate.                                                                                           ~ Liza Weiler, Teacher

…awaiting and welcoming the baby Jesus surrounded b y those we love.                                             ~ Mary Flanagan, Teacher

Congratulations!
...to Andria Brickman, teacher at St. Columban,  
on the birth of her daughter Annika.

2010 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mike Miller - Chairperson

South Huron, Bluewater

Bernard Murray - Vice-Chairperson
Perth South, St. Marys, West Perth

Jim McDade - Chairperson
Ash! eld-Colborne-Wawanosh, North Huron,

Howick, Central Huron, Morris-Turnberry, Goderich

Ron Marcy - Vice-Chairperson
Stratford

Vincent McInnes
Huron East, Perth East, North Perth

Martha Dutrizac
Director of Education

Martha Dutrizac
Director of Education
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D IRECTOR ’S NEWSLETTER

This newsletter is prepared by Elaine DeCorte at 
the Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board. To 
keep the system informed of the latest news within 
your school and community, forward details about 
any activities and achievements by both staff and 
students to Elaine for inclusion in upcoming issues  of 
the Director’s Newsletter.  The Director’s Newslett er 
is distributed monthly through email to parents, st aff 
and the wider community, and is posted on the Board ’s 
website at:       

www.huronperthcatholic.ca

Upcoming Events

Jan. 4 Classes Resume

Jan. 25-29 Secondary Exams

Jan. 25 Board Meeting

Feb. 1 PD Day

Feb. 15 Family Day
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