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Transition Planning (Task-to-Task/Subject-to-Subject) 

 
A transition plan as described in this document is the school’s written plan to assist the student in making a 
successful transition between tasks and/or subjects in school.  These documents will support each           
exceptional student, unless the student is identified as exceptional solely on the basis of giftedness. 
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Transitions Between Activities and Settings or Classrooms 
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Each school day many transitions occur between activities and settings.  
They may also include less frequent transitions such as class trips, fire 
drills, special guests, and encounters with occasional teachers.  Three 
common strategies for transition planning throughout the day include: 
 
Preparing the student in advance:   
 
Provide a timeline of when the transition will occur, and demonstrate the 
expiration of time before the even will occur.  For example, create a map 
of the school that includes routes to each class.   
 
Gradual transition steps:   
 
Gradually introduce the student to parts of the new environment or activity 
as well as the personnel involved.  For example, if the gym is aversive to 
the student, begin with a small amount of people, gradually increasing the 
duration of time and amount of people.  
 
Use visual strategies:  
 
Consider the use of visual strategies to support the student in learning 
about the environment or what is expected.  Resources on types of visual 
strategies and their use are available from the School Support Program.   
For example, take pictures of each of the teachers to put into a mini photo 
album.  Label the pictures with the teachers’ names and the subjects they 
teach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: Transition Planning Kit—Thames Valley Ch ildren’s Centre  
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