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Catholic schools have been educating 
students in mind, body and spirit in Ontario 
since before the birth of the province. For 
185 years, they have provided educational 
excellence within a school culture imbued 
with the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. 
Publicly funded Catholic education has 
been the foundation for millions of students 
to develop their full spiritual, academic, 
physical and social potential.

Ontario’s Catholic schools go back as 
far as the 1600s. A formal system was 
established in 1841, and the Scott Act 
of 1863 granted the Catholic community 
the right to establish and operate publicly 
funded Catholic schools. Since then, 
Catholic schools have made a tremendous 
contribution to the vitality and success of 
Ontario’s education system, which ranks 
among the best in the world. 

Today, Ontario’s publicly funded Catholic 
schools consistently demonstrate high 
levels of student achievement. They nurture 
the values inherent in the Catholic faith 
— including responsibility, accountability, 
collaboration, and caring within family 
and community — producing not just good 
students but good citizens.

Join in the celebration  
of Catholic education in  
Ontario - a proven  
success for 185 years. 
Spread the good news about your Catholic 
school.

For more information about Catholic schools 
in your community, please contact your local 
Catholic school board. A directory of Catholic 
boards is available online at: www.ocsta.on.ca
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